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THE MULBERRY BUSH MONTESSORI NURSERY LTD
INCLUSION
SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS & DISABILITIES POLICY
Policy statement
At the Mulberry Bush we are committed to high quality, inclusive provision. Our overarching aims are to provide a safe and secure, inspiring and fun environment in which all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) feel welcome and cared for, included and supported, to be happy and to reach their full potential. 
· We have regard for the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2014).

· We have formed a local offer for parents and interested parties that shows our commitment to inclusion, regard for the SEND code of practice and equality law.

· We ensure our provision is inclusive to all children with special educational needs and where practicably possible with disabilities.

· We support parents and children with special educational needs and disability.

· We identify the specific needs of children with special educational needs and meet those needs through a range of SEN strategies.

· We work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children's needs.

· We monitor and review our policy, practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments.
Procedures
· We have a designated member of staff for Special Educational Needs (SENCO) who supports the children, parents and families, mentors other staff and works within a multi-agency framework to ensure we are meeting the children’s needs effectively and cohesively. 

· The nursery SENCO, Autism Lead and Behaviour Management coordinator is: Jo Walton. 
· Our Inclusion co-ordinator is: Cheryl Knight
· Our Speech and Language coordinator is Leander Trunks

·  The SENCO works closely with our manager (inclusion coordinator) and other colleagues and has responsibility for the day-to-day operation of our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy and for co-ordinating provision for children with SEN.

· We ensure that the provision for children with special educational needs is the responsibility of all members of the setting.

· We ensure that our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity.

· We use the graduated response system for identifying, assessing and responding to children's special educational needs.

· We work closely with the parents of children with special educational needs to create and maintain a positive partnership.

· We ensure that parents are informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision and review of their children's education.

· We provide parents with information on sources of independent advice and support.

· We liaise with other professionals involved with children with special educational needs and their families, including in connection with transition arrangements to other settings and schools.

· We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum for all children including children with special educational needs and disability.

· We use a One plan cyclical system to plan, assess and review for children with special educational needs to ensure they are included and making steady progress.

· We ensure that parents of children with special educational needs are appropriately involved at all stages of the graduated response, through a cyclical system of; observe, plan, assess and review through a One plan approach.

· We have systems in place for working with other agencies to support the child, families and nursery staff and to seek expert advice. 

· We use a system for keeping records of the assessment, planning, provision and review for children with special educational needs.

· We provide resources (human and financial) to implement our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy. The Inclusion development coordinator will source outside funding where applicable.
· We ensure that all our staff are aware of our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy and the procedures for identifying, assessing and making provision for children with SEND. 
· We provide in-service training for parents, practitioners and volunteers. We share information, ideas, strategies and resources to support parents and carers in the home learning environment and to help maintain continuity for the child.

· We ensure the effectiveness of our special educational needs provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. planning, health, social care, LAC reviews, TACS, supervision, staff meetings, parental and external agency's views, inspections, compliments and complaints. This information is collated, evaluated and reviewed.

· We provide a complaints procedure to parents.

· We monitor and review our policies annually.
We were awarded the Good Beginnings Bronze Award for Autistic Friendly Environment in 2015 and the GB Silver Award in 2017.
For Covid-19 pandemic please see our Covid policy for vulnerable children and additional measures in place. 
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